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Greetings from Kappa Iota - 
	
 My name is Dave Tyler; and I am 
the Secretary of the Kappa Iota chapter of 
Kappa Kappa Psi.  It is my pleasure to serve 
the chapter by keeping our members, 
alumni, and community aware of everything 
our chapter has been up to.

	


	
 This newsletter will be slightly 
different from previous ones.  It occurred to 
me recently that our chapter does not do a 
good job of communicating with the greater 
community.  Rather than targeting this 
newsletter strictly towards the alumni, I have 
decided to make this a public publication, so 
all the world can see the amazing things 
Kappa Iota has been up to.

	
 In this newsletter, you will find a 
number of articles regarding some of the 
amazing things our chapter has done since 
last Spring.  There have been firework stands 
and Europe trips, band camps and rituals.  
We have welcomed new friends into our 
community.  I hope you enjoy. 

Dave Tyler, Class of Pi
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Brothers of Kappa Kappa Psi,

	
 Greetings from UNO Bands! It 
has been my pleasure to serve as 

Interim Director of Bands at UNO and 
Adviser to the Kappa Iota Chapter of 
Kappa Kappa Psi this semester.  I found 
out first hand what an amazing group of 

students we have when I was feeding 
many of  them pizza after they helped 
my wife and I move into Omaha! 

	
 I am proud to say that bands at 
UNO continue to flourish both on and 
off campus. The Marching Mavericks 

recently completed a season packed 
with parades across the state, NSBA 
exhibition performances, several high 
school halftime shows, and even a 

concert at Midtown Crossing opening 
for a Rock Band in front of a crowd of 
4,000!! Members of our Symphonic 

Wind En semb l e pe r fo rmed a t 
ARTsarben in September and at the 
Durham Museum as part of the Wells 

Fargo Family Festival. UNO Bands also 
proudly has a basketball band at all 
home Men’s games in Ralston Arena, be 

sure to check us out when you cheer 
on the Mavs!! 

	
 If  you haven’t done so yet, I 
encourage you to find and like ‘UNO 

Bands’ on Facebook.   You’ll be able to 
keep tabs on all the great things UNO 
Bands and Kappa are up to. Finally, I 

would like to say a huge ‘Thanks’ to the 
students of UNO Bands, the Kappa Iota 
Chapter, and the many faculty and 

alumni that have welcomed my family 
to Omaha. It is truly great to be a 
Maverick!

	
 Go Mavs!!

Andrew D. Feyes

Interim Director of Bands

University of Nebraska at Omaha

A Message From Our Advisor



	
 Every summer, Kappa Kappa 
Psi – Kappa Iota puts together a 
fireworks stand to raise money for the 

chapter.  This event is usually the biggest 
fundraiser our chapter puts on.  A lot of 
work goes into it. Our fearless leader, 
Jonathan Hossack, has witnessed this 

firsthand. He is the one who put the 
whole thing together each of the past 
two years.  He never seems to give 

anything less than one hundred percent 
when it comes to this event, which is 
probably why, in the long run, it usually 

ends up smoothly. Yes, there were a few 
minor exceptions along the way (cash 
register breaking down, running out of 
fireworks, etc.), but overall it was a 

great experience.  

	
 This past summer, we ran an 
exceptionally successful stand. We 

raised approximately $1600 and in the 
process , obta ined severa l loya l 
customers to come back next year. 

With this money, we have been able to 
purchase a new, customized podium for 
Dr. Saker. 

	
 In the process of running the 
fireworks stand, we have created a new 
bond as brothers in a fraternity.  
Working together in shifts, we have 

learned how to stand up for each other 
and help each other out when we are 
struggling. This is another great aspect 

about the fireworks stand; it brings our 
fraternal brotherhood to a whole new 
level. In the long run, it is helping us to 

encourage each other to strive for the 
highest!

       Kathleen Marble, Class of Omicron

4th of July Firework Stand

KATHLEEN MARBLE

ALMA AND SID

TJ AND JONATHAN



	
 The UNO Symphonic Wind 
Ensemble traveled to France and 
Switzerland this summer to perform at a 
few different venues including the Jungfrau 
Music Festival. The group started the tour 
by traveling to Paris, France where we met 
our awesome World Projects tour 
managers who would assist us during our 
trip. There were so many sights to see and 
so little time, but luckily there was time 
for roaming on our own. During our short 
time in Paris, the group got to see iconic 
monuments such as Notre Dame, the Arc 
de Triomphe, the Louvre, Napoleon's Tomb 
and, of course, the Eiffel Tower! The Wind 
Ensemble's first performance was at the 
Square Jean XXIII, which was behind the 
Notre Dame cathedral! 
	
 After it seemed like we had just 
settled down, we had to pack up and 
depart for Strasbourg, France. Along the 
way, the ensemble had performance #2 at 
the Salle de Scene Theatre in Pfaffenhoffen 
with the Klacson Big Band as part of the 
theatre's "American Series". In Strasbourg, 
we visited the awe-inspiring (and incredibly 
huge!) Gothic cathedral, the Maison 
Kammerzell, which is one of the loveliest 
medieval-Renaissance houses in Europe 
and La Petite France. We had dinner as a 
group and saw a light show on the gothic 
cathedral that night! 
	
 We departed the next day for 
Interlaken, Switzerland where we would 
stay for the rest of the trip. There were 
many things to do and see including 
concerts at night during the Jungfrau Music 
Festival, climb the nearby mountains and 
go out onto the lake next to the hotel! 
Performance #3 was at the Casino Kursaal 
Concert Hall alongside the Aomori 
Prefecture Selected High School Band 
from Japan. And after a final day of 
exploring Interlaken on our own, we 
departed Interlaken to come back home. I 
think I speak for all the members when I 
say, "I really wish I stayed there longer, but 
I was really glad to be home". 
	
 My favorite part(s) of the Europe 
trip had to be the times that I would have 
exploring with other people and the 
experience of learning new languages. It 

was exhilarating climbing to the top of the 
huge Gothic cathedral and getting to see 
Strasbourg from a bird's eye view! I also 
had tons of fun walking around the cities 
where we were and talking with friends. 
It's odd but, during the free time we got 
on the trip, I found myself having the most 
fun! I found myself exploring the cities and 
doing many fun activities. With Kappa 
brothers Kristin Hanna and Katie Nolin, I 
had many fun experiences including a 
mountain hike and many games of cards! 
	
 On one day, I got to go with a 
couple friends to the biggest music 
museum I had ever seen! It also had an 
amazing classical/jazz/movie soundtrack 
CD collection so I was really happy that 
day! Also, learning a new language and 
putting it into practice at the same time 
was definitely an experience! I  didn't know 
French OR German going into this trip so 
I was really looking forward to immersing 
myself  in those cultures for about a week 
and half! 
	
 The Symphonic Wind Ensemble 
trip to Europe was definitely life changing 
(hearing the Swiss Army Brass Band was a 
huge life changing moment on this trip!) 

Zach Beran, Class of Pi

A Band Geek in Europe 

ZACH BERAN



Greetings! 

	
 It has been a wonderful year 
for recruitment in the Kappa Iota 
chapter of Kappa Kappa Psi! We 
accepted 14 Prospective Members this 
year and currently have 13 still going 
through the MEP and ritual process.

	
 I have really enjoyed my time 
at Vice President of  Membership so far. 
My number one goal for this year has 
been to ensure that as the University 
and Music Program grow in size, our 
chapter of  Kappa grows, as well. To 
make this happen, I put a lot of work 
into making band members aware of 
our presence very early on.

	
 It all began with band camp. 
The band camp socials are a major part 
of  recruitment for Kappa Iota, and I 
wanted to attract as much attendance 
to the events as possible.  We held a 
game night, a laser tag night, and a 
movie night during that week, and due 
to heavy advertising by myself and 
other members of the chapter, we had 

outstanding attendance at these events! 
We had about 30-40 people show up 
for the game night, 20-25 show up for 
laser tag, and about 10-15 showed up 
for the movie night. 

	
 Each of these socials was a lot 
of  fun, and having such a great turnout 
for each of them made all the work put 
towards them that much more 
rewarding.  Throughout September and 
October with a few other socials held, 
including a couple more game nights, an 
ice cream Q&A, and an outing to 
Bellevue Berry Farm.  

	
 All of these events really 
helped our chapter get to know the 
people who were interested in joining, 
and I can guarantee that everyone who 
was selected to join Kappa Kappa Psi 
this year will hold up the ideals of the 
fraternity.

Kristin Hanna, Class of Omicron

Band Camp Report

KRISTIN HANNA

FRONT: 4 , TARDIS, 9 , 11
BACK: BJ

KRISTIN AND SHELBY

GANDALF



	
 I can still remember the first time I 
ever heard about Kappa Kappa Psi.  As a high 
school student, I was attending a UNO Bands 
Concert and saw my good friend Kathleen 
Marble sitting behind a table at the door.  I 
was curious about what she was doing there, 
so she explained how she was a part of the 
fraternity which supported the bands. 
Kathleen encouraged me to join once I 
became a college student.  Throughout the 
blistering hot days of band camp I would see 
members of Kappa helping out with the 
logistics of setting up and taking down 
speakers and podiums.  As I helped out too, 
other current members would talk to me 
about the process of becoming a part of the 
fraternity.

	
 Kristin Hanna, did most of the 
promoting for Kappa Kappa Psi. I attended a 
few of the socials put on by Kappa and 
learned more about the current members 
and what they do. Everyone was so friendly! 
Though I knew most of the members, I really 
enjoyed getting to know them more as well 
as meeting new people who I hadn’t seen 
before. It seemed like an organization I would 
thoroughly enjoy being a part of and help to 
be successful since I was very involved in my 

music community in high school.  The 
application and interview process was not 
scary or hard.  The current members who 
conducted the interviews were very serious 
about their fraternity.  They wanted to make 
sure those interviewing would be a good fit 
for Kappa, but they made the process fun. It 
was easy to talk to them and ask any 
questions I had about Kappa Kappa Psi.

	
 I was honored and excited to get 
my letter of acceptance into the fraternity! 
The night of First Degree, all new members 
gathered around to discuss with the 
guidelines and policies pertaining to hazing 
and drug/alcohol use.  I was comforted by the 
policy.  I would not be nearly as willing to join 
another sorority of fraternity where these 
harmful things are allowed and sometimes 
encouraged.  I have really enjoyed learning 
about the history of Kappa and being a part 
of the service we do for the band program at 
UNO. I am very excited for the incredible 
experiences and people I know I will 
encounter in the future as a part of Kappa 
Kappa Psi.

Lauren Milbourn, Class of Rho

The Road to Kappa Iota

LAUREN MILBOURN

THE CLASS OF RHO

BRIAN, LAUREN, AND 
KRISTIN



	
 Last May seems so long ago. Looking 
back at graduation I remember feeling excited 
yet anxious about what was going to come 
next: Was I ready? Did I obtain enough 
knowledge to command a classroom? Was I 
prepared to deal with students who were 
misbehaving (and taller than me)? 

	
 When one is fresh out of college it’s 
easy to fall into the “I MUST FIND A JOB” 
syndrome. This happened to me when I first 
starting filling out applications for instrumental 
music positions in the Spring. After a couple of 
interviews, I realized that I would be much 
happier working at a school that fit with my 
personal and educational philosophy instead of 
settling for just any job. Luckily, I found just that 
(although as a Gretna alumnus I might be a 
little biased)! I currently work as an 
Administrative Band Assistant at Gretna Public 
Schools, spending my mornings at the high 
school and afternoons at the middle school. I 
also pick up extra hours at Subway as a 
sandwich artist (gotta love Subway!) and 
teaching private clarinet lessons. 

	
 Every day I am more and more 
thankful for the education I received at UNO 
and for being a brother in Kappa Iota. I use 
ideas from my method classes while working 
with students in individual lessons. SID stays 
with me all day: Strength to accept that I will 
make mistakes, and it’s ok; Integrity of 
upholding a professional attitude and 

appearance; and Determination to do my best 
for each student. Working with brothers Amber 
Malone, Andrew Norris, and Chris Tucker also 
keeps me motivated. I see them strive for the 
highest when teaching and when building 
positive relationships with students. 

	
 Despite everything I’ve learned, there 
are many things I wasn’t prepared for. Learning 
over 300 student names was quite a challenge. 
Handling discipline issues in a way that is 
effective for each student. Fitting 155 students 
on three yellow buses. All. The. Questions. “Ms. 
Stoner, what key is the snare drum in?” “Ms. 
Stoner, can I challenge for 1st part music?” “Ms. 
Stoner, if there was a battle between a horse-
sized duck and a lot of duck-sized horses, who 
would win?” Yes, an 8th grader actually asked 
me that. Finally, the best part of teaching, simply 
getting to know the students. We work with so 
many great kids, and helping them to become a 
better musician and human being—even if it’s 
just a little bit—is why I teach. Music truly does 
charm the soul. 

	
 So, what were the answers to my 
questions from May? Yes and no. When I got to 
that point I did not know all of the tricks-of-
the-trade or the best solutions, but striving for 
the highest ensured that I’m still learning. Thank 
you Kappa Iota! 

	
 As always,  AEA

Rachel Stoner, Class of Nu

Alumni Update: Rachel Stoner

RACHEL STONER

RACHEL AND AMBER

RACHEL, ANDREW, AMBER 
AND CHRIS

RACHEL AND COURTNEY



	
 It has been a fantastic semester 
both for Kappa Iota, and the University.  
We have welcomed a fantastic new 

director to the University, expanded our 
presence on campus, held a large 
number of socials, and continued to 
serve the University band program to 

the best of our ability.  

	
 In the weeks to come, we will 
be holding our annual holiday party, 

refurbishing and painting music stands 
for Strauss, and completing the induction 
process for the Class of Rho.  

	
 I would like to thank Mr. Feyes, 
Kathleen Marble, Zach Beran, Kristin 
Hanna,  Lauren Milbourn, and Rachel 
Stoner for contributing articles to this 

newsletter. I would also like to thank 

Nick Sondag, Shelby Dechow and Katie 
Nolin for supplying a large number of 
the photos.  

	
 Our chapter always seeks to 
offer the best of Kappa Kappa Psi.  I 
hope you have enjoyed reading about 
what Kappa Iota has been up to this 

semester.  If you would like to know 
more about our chapter, do not hesitate 
to contact me; I  am here to serve.   The 

next newsletter will be published at the 
end of the Spring Semester.

I will leave you with our words: 

Strive for the Highest

Dave Tyler, Class of Pi

KKY-KI’S TOP 10

BY SHELBY DECHOW

1. Induction of Class of Pi 

2. Finding out Big/ Little for Class of 

Rho
3. 2013 Kappa Formal

4. Kappa's 4th of July Fireworks 

Stand
5. Kappa 4th of July Social

6. Kappa Monster Mash

7.Kappa Social at Bellevue Berry 

Farm
8.Ice Cream Social for possible new 

members
9. Helping Mr. Feyes move in

10. Kappa Christmas Party


